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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 015119 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EWWT, SN 

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST IN SINGAPORE VESSEL 

1 . SENATOR SPARKMAN S OFFICE HAS CONTACTED DEPARTMENT 
CONCERNING PROBLEM ONE OF HIS CONSTITUENTS, DISCO ALUMINUM 
PRODUCTS OF SELMA, ALA., HAS EXPERIENCED TTH A SINGAPORE- 
FLAG SHIP. 

2. DISCO HAS CONTRACT TO SUPPLY DOLLARS 2 AND 1/2 
MILLION ORDER OF ALUMINUM WINDOW FRAMES TO SAUDI ARABIA. 
WINDOW FRAMES WERE SHIPPED FROM U.S. IN NOVEMBER 1976 ON 
SINGAPORE-FLAG VESSEL QUOTE NEPTUNE TURQUOISE UNQUOTE, 

OWNED BY NEPTUNE ORIENT SHIPPING COMPANY AND CHARTERED TO 
SCIMITAR LINES (APPARENTLY A SMALL COMPANY OF UNDETERMINED 
NATIONALITY). CARGO WAS SCHEDULED TO BE OFFLOADED IN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 015119 

DECEMBER BUT DUE TO PORT CONGESTION, LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
RESCHEDULED DELIVERY FOR JANUARY 26. 

3. IN INTERIM, SCIMITAR LINES DEFAULTED ON CHARTER PAY- 
MENTS TO NEPTUNE ORIENT AND IS EXPECTED TO DECLARE BANK- 
RUPTCY THIS WEEK. SUBSEQUENT TO SCIMITAR S DEFAULT, NEPTUNE 
ORIENT GAINED CONTROL OF VESSEL AND ITS CARGO, WHICH IS 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


STILL SOMEWHERE IN RED SEA AREA. DISPOSITION OF 

CARGO CURRENTLY UNDER NEGOTIATION BETWEEN ATTORNEYS FOR 

NEPTUNE ORIENT AND FREIGHT FORWARDER (UNSWORTH AND CO. 

OF NEW YORK). 

4. DISCO ALUMINUM PRODUCTS IS CONCERNED, HOWEVER, THAT IF 
CARGO IS NOT UNLOADED AS SCHEDULED ON JANUARY 26, OR SOON 
THEREAFTER, IT WILL LOSE ITS SIZEABLE CONTRACT WITH 

SAUDI ARABIA. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED. SENATOR SPARKMAN S OFFICE HAS GAINED 
IMPRESSION FROM ATTORNEYS INVOLVED THAT NEPTUNE ORIENT 
COMPANY IS OWNED BY SINGAPORE GOVERNMENT AND FOR THAT 
REASON APPROACHED DEPARTMENT. EMBASSY REQUESTED TO 
ASCERTAIN IF NEPTUNE ORIENT IS IN FACT GOS-OWNED AND TO 
PROVIDE DEPARTMENT WITH ANY OTHER AVAILABLE INFORMATION 
ON CASE ASAP. IF NEPTUNE ORIENT IS GOS-OWNED, EMBASSY 
REQUESTED TO DISCUSS CASE WITH GOS AUTHORITIES AND EXPRESS 
USG INTEREST IN EXPEDITIOUS RESOLUTION OF CARGO DISPOSITION 
PROBLEM - UNLESS EMBASSY BELIEVES SUCH DISCUSSIONS WOULD 
BE INAPPROPRIATE. 

6. FYI. DISCO HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WITH A MR. SETNA AT 
NEPTUNE ORIENT, SINGAPORE TELEPHONE 222-3311. END FYI. 

VANCE 
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JIDDA 24 JAN 1977. 

QUOTE LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 015119 
E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EWWT, SN 

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST IN SINGAPORE VESSEL 

1 . SENATOR SPARKMAN S OFFICE HAS CONTACTED DEPARTMENT 
CONCERNING PROBLEM ONE OF HIS CONSTITUENTS, DISCO ALUMINUM 
PRODUCTS OF SELMA, ALA., HAS EXPERIENCED 'ITH A SINGAPORE- 
FLAG SHIP. 

2. DISCO HAS CONTRACT TO SUPPLY DOLLARS 2 AND 1/2 
MILLION ORDER OF ALUMINUM WINDOW FRAMES TO SAUDI ARABIA. 
WINDOW FRAMES WERE SHIPPED FROM U.S. IN NOVEMBER 1976 ON 
SINGAPORE-FLAG VESSEL QUOTE NEPTUNE TURQUOISE UNQUOTE, 

OWNED BY NEPTUNE ORIENT SHIPPING COMPANY AND CHARTERED TO 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 015119 

SCIMITAR LINES (APPARENTLY A SMALL COMPANY OF UNDETERMINED 
NATIONALITY). CARGO WAS SCHEDULED TO BE OFFLOADED IN 
DECEMBER BUT DUE TO PORT CONGESTION, LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
RESCHEDULED DELIVERY FOR JANUARY 26. 

3. IN INTERIM, SCIMITAR LINES DEFAULTED ON CHARTER PAY- 
MENTS TO NEPTUNE ORIENT AND IS EXPECTED TO DECLARE BANK- 
RUPTCY THIS WEEK. SUBSEQUENT TO SCIMITAR'S DEFAULT, NEPTUNE 
ORIENT GAINED CONTROL OF VESSEL AND ITS CARGO, WHICH IS 
STILL SOMEWHERE IN RED SEA AREA. DISPOSITION OF 

CARGO CURRENTLY UNDER NEGOTIATION BETWEEN ATTORNEYS FOR 
NEPTUNE ORIENT AND FREIGHT FORWARDER (UNSWORTH AND CO. 

OF NEW YORK). 

4. DISCO ALUMINUM PRODUCTS IS CONCERNED, HOWEVER, THAT IF 
CARGO IS NOT UNLOADED AS SCHEDULED ON JANUARY 26, OR SOON 
THEREAFTER, IT WILL LOSE ITS SIZEABLE CONTRACT WITH 

SAUDI ARABIA. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED. SENATOR SPARKMAN S OFFICE HAS GAINED 
IMPRESSION FROM ATTORNEYS INVOLVED THAT NEPTUNE ORIENT 
COMPANY IS OWNED BY SINGAPORE GOVERNMENT AND FOR THAT 
REASON APPROACHED DEPARTMENT. EMBASSY REQUESTED TO 
ASCERTAIN IF NEPTUNE ORIENT IS IN FACT GOS-OWNED AND TO 
PROVIDE DEPARTMENT WITH ANY OTHER AVAILABLE INFORMATION 
ON CASE ASAP. IF NEPTUNE ORIENT IS GOS-OWNED, EMBASSY 
REQUESTED TO DISCUSS CASE WITH GOS AUTHORITIES AND EXPRESS 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

USG INTEREST IN EXPEDITIOUS RESOLUTION OF CARGO DISPOSITION 
PROBLEM - UNLESS EMBASSY BELIEVES SUCH DISCUSSIONS WOULD 
BE INAPPROPRIATE. 

6. FYI. DISCO HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WITH A MR. SETNA AT 
NEPTUNE ORIENT, SINGAPORE TELEPHONE 222-3311. END FYI. 

VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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